NEWSLETTER…..February 2012
PASTOR SCHROEDER… A Time of Remembering, Repentance and Renewal
Early in my ministry there was a summary of the Lenten season as, “A Time of Remembrance, Repentance and
Renewal”. This has stuck with me throughout the ministry. Sometimes the word “Remembrance” has been
expressed as “Reflection”. Regardless, the summary serves as a wonderful outline of the season.
Indeed, in the Verba, the Words of Institution, Jesus invites us to “Remember”. The Sacrament of the Altar
serves as a memorial to the suffering and death of our Lord and Savior. The Old Testament believers celebrated
the Passover remembering the blood that saved them from the angel of death. We, following Jesus’ command
remember the blood of the Lamb that saves us. St. Paul in his First Letter to the Corinthians reminds us that
when we come forth to receive the Sacrament, we are bearing witness to Jesus’ death on the cross. As you
prepare the Lord’s altar, reflect upon, ponder…remember what is being celebrated.
When we celebrate the Sacrament of the Altar, we come having repented of our sins to receive the forgiveness.
Luther reminds us of this as he states that those who believe in the words, “given and shed for the forgiveness of
sins”, has indeed, the forgiveness of sins. This benefit that comes in Jesus’ words and promises establishes the
Lord’s Supper as more than just a memorial meal.
Renewal comes to us as we hear the pastor speak the words upon receiving the sacrament, “Depart in peace”.
Because we have been forgiven in the blood of Christ, we have peace and our relationship with our God is
renewed, all by His making. This renewal affords us the confidence that we are heaven bound and that frees us
up for a life to the glory of God.
No matter what Midweek Lenten Sermon Series deployed in your respective congregations, the season of Lent
will offer you a time for Remembrance, Repentance and Renewal. May almighty God richly bless you in your
Lenten journey.
To God be the glory!!
Pastor Schroeder, Pastoral Advisor
MAUNDY THURSDAY AND THE STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR:
Maundy Thursday is traditionally the service when the Altar is stripped. It is also the beginning of the Triduum (Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday), the three most sacred days usually viewed as a single liturgical event.

Maundy is from the Latin word mandatum which translated means commandment. Jesus gives us the “new
commandment” in John 13:34-35.
“Love each other in the same way that I have loved you. Everyone will know that you are my
disciples because of your love for each other.”

The colors for these three sacred days can be:

Maundy Thursday – White, if celebrating Holy Communion;
however, many congregations continue to use Purple.
Good Friday – Black
Easter Sunday – White

At the conclusion of the Maundy Thursday Divine Service, the Altar is stripped which is symbolic of Jesus’
humiliation at the hands of the soldiers. All linens, paraments, vessels and candles are removed in an orderly
manner and usually are placed in the sacristy. The congregation may sing or read Psalm 22 while this is being
accomplished, or a reverent silence can be observed.
The following explanation will help you to understand what is being done and why…..
Removal of the Altar Flowers: As His life was stripped from Him, so we strip the altar of the signs of life to
symbolize his purposeful, redemptive suffering and death for us.
Extinguishing and Removal of Candles: Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world. Whoever follows Me will
have the light of life and will never walk in darkness.” The events of Golgotha snuffed out the human life of
Jesus, the Light of the world. Even Creation was darkened when He suffered, so we extinguish our candles and
remove them.
Removal of the Offering Plates: Our offerings represent one way of serving God and others. They reflect
God’s greatest offering to the world and to us in sending His Son, Jesus, in human form. As the offered body of
Jesus was removed from sight in burial, so we remove our offerings.
Removal of Missal Stand and Service Book: The missal stand holds our worship book that guides our
worship life together as we sing praises to God. As Jesus suffers, joyous songs are not heard. As the sounds of
joy are removed from our lips, we remove the missal stand.
Removal of the Communion Vessels: Jesus’ offered body and shed blood have been given to us in, with, and
under the form of bread and wine in this Holy Mystery. As He was removed from us in the grave, so we
remove the elements and vessels of this Sacrament.
Removal of Altar Cloths and Paraments: Our altar is in the form of a table. It is here where our Lord Jesus
serves us as both host and meal at His banquet feast. The coverings and Paraments are made of fine linen and
brocade, materials appropriate for feasting with our King. As our King’s body was stripped in crucifixion, so
our altar is stripped of its coverings.
* * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
Please note that on Good Friday, especially if the altar is stripped on Maundy Thursday, that it is permissible to
leave the altar “naked”. This has become the option that our advisor, Pastor Schroeder, deployed for many
years now. So, again the color can be either “black” or “naked”. This of course would be up to the pastor.
Although the stripping of the Altar is traditionally done on Maundy Thursday, Beautiful Savior, Milwaukee,
prefers to strip the Altar at the Good Friday Tenebrae Service. In the darkened church at the last words of
Jesus…”It is finished”… our Altar is stripped while the thunder rolls and the rain pours down. As the stone
rolls towards the grave, the drape on the cross is pulled down and we hear the stone seal the grave. We depart
in solemn silence.
It would be interesting to hear what your congregation does for the events of Holy Week. Please go to our
email address…..altarguilds@wflag.org…..to share with other Altar Guilds.

************************************************************************

PRAYER
HEAVENLY FATHER,
WHOM TO KNOW IS TO LOVE
AND WHOM TO LOVE IS TO SERVE
GRANT THY BLESSING UPON OUR CONSECRATED SERVICE.
LET US SERVE YOU IN ALL HUMILITY AND REVERENCE.
ACCEPT THE WORK OF OUR HANDS IN THE CARE AND
ADORNMENT OF YOUR SANCTUARY
THAT YOUR HOLY NAME BE GLORIFIED
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, YOUR SON, OUR LORD.
AMEN

*************************************************************
DO YOU…..HAVE A QUESTION?
…..HAVE A SUBJECT YOU WOULD LIKE DISCUSSED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING ON APRIL 14TH?
…..HAVE SOMETHING YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE IN THE NEWSLETTER?
…...WANT MORE INFORMATION ABOUT WFLAG?
EITHER CONTACT JUDY WEBER – PRESIDENT at 414-351-3511 or email her at altarguilds@wflag.org

